FITTING

ZELLIGES EN BEJMAT

STEP 1

Apply primer to the wall for good adhesion.

STEP 2

Because Moroccan zellige tiles are handmade, Moroccan
zellige tiles have to be mixed from different boxes in order
to produce a gorgeous colour blend. Boxes may have colour
differences!

STEP3

Immerse Moroccan zellige tiles under water in a bucket for
30 to 60 seconds (Moroccan zellige tiles are otherwise too dry
to glue). After this, put the damp Moroccan zellige tiles in an
empty bucket to drain - after which the Moroccan zellige tiles
can be glued.

STEP 4

Apply glue with a glue comb of 6 to 8 mm on both the wall and
the back of the zellige tile.

STEPS

Place the Moroccan zellige tiles without applying too much
pressure against the wall, preferably in an even number of 5
x 5 Moroccan zellige tiles. Moroccan zellige tiles can be fitted
without using grout (dry).

STEP 6

Use a small plank of wood of approximately 15cm x 40 cm
with another block of wood screwed on as a handle (make this
yourself!] that you can use to put even pressure on Moroccan
zellige tiles when gluing. Differences in thickness of the
Moroccan zellige tiles will even out in the glue to leave the
exposed sides a beautiful organic whole without any sharp
edges. If needed, ‘align’ any protruding Moroccan zellige tiles
by hand so they are in the correct position.
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STEP 7

Moroccan zellige tiles can be sawn with a water cooled tile
saw or with an angle-grinder with a diamond wheel. In each
box there are some scruffier Moroccan zellige tiles, use these
as ‘cutting tiles’. This way you can minimise ‘wastage’/cutting
losses!

STEP 8

When the glue is dry, usually a day later, the Moroccan zellige
tiles can be grouted. Even when the Moroccan zellige tiles

are glued without using grout (dry) they have to be grouted to
ensure the surface is waterproof. It is best to use flexible grout
(grout that is mixed with water] for this. The grout can be best
used if it is nearly liquid (viscous). Apply it with a grout spatula.
For best results the grout should be washed in diagonally to
the Moroccan zellige tiles.

STEP 9

Once the grout starts to dry (after approx. 30 minutes) remove/
wash off the excess grout with a dry cloth.

STEP 10

Moroccan zellige tiles can be cleaned with all kinds of soaps
and detergents, contrary to cement tiles (these can only

be cleaned with acid-free detergent). After tiling and after
grouting with a waterproof grout, Moroccan zellige tiles are

waterproof!




